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of Arabia, etc." This appellation of the Septuagint M. Naville considers 
to have " a definite meaning : Oesem which is in the nome of Arabia." He 
speaks of a number of instances in which this district is named Kesem, in 
Egyptian documents. I can only refer to the book itself for further details 
regarding this theory : it is but necessary to add that M. Naville agrees to 
the equivalence of the name of Goshen and Ramses, though he considers 
the latter to cover a larger area than the former. The term "land of 
Ramses" was evidently a vague name — not belonging to administrative 
nomenclature. 

A. L. F., Jr. 



Denkmaler griechischer und romischer Sculptur in histor- 
ischer Anordnung unter Leitung von Heinrich Brunn herausge- 
geben von Friedrich Bruckmann. 

Monuments op Greek and Roman Sculpture historically ar- 
ranged under the direction of Heinrich Brunn, edited by Fried- 
rich Bruckmann. Large folio. Munich-London, 1888 : Asher 
& Co. 

This colossal work is to consist of about 80 parts at the price of £1 each, 
and to contain, when completed, about 400 large-folio plates measuring 
18 by 25 inches. Professor Brunn's object is to facilitate the comparative 
study of the works of classic sculpture by collecting into one corpus all its 
principal monuments, reproduced by the very best process — that of per- 
manent phototype. But, as Professor Brunn remarks in his prospectus, 
" in carrying out this object a careful selection necessarily had to be made. 
Not only were inferior or average specimens excluded, but even many of 
better quality which cannot yet be grouped in logical historic sequence, and 
which, consequently, instead of throwing light on the development of Art, 
themselves need the light of further scientific research. . . The first con- 
sideration was naturally claimed by all such monuments as may safely be 
regarded as original in conception or execution. Failing these, antique 
copies could not of course be dispensed with. . . This collection is not 
intended so much to illustrate the text of a systematic history of Art, as 
itself to exhibit the very embodiment of such a history. . . Although the 
arrangement must always be fundamentally historical, it is at the same 
time obvious that, if followed too closely, this principle itself would be far 
from achieving the desired object. It must consequently be supplemented 
not only by a consideration of local schools, but also by adopting such an 
arrangement of the objects themselves as will best enable them to mutu- 
ally illustrate and explain each other. The accompanying short text is 
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intended, not so much to describe the several plates, as to justify the selec- 
tion and grouping here adopted." 

The above quotation gives as clear and comprehensive a statement of 
the plan of the work as could be desired, and this is certainly most attrac- 
tive. Here is a specially competent archaeologist and gifted writer about 
to give to students a publication, perfect in its technical form, the fruit 
of the ripest scholarship and of the most improved methods, and yet we 
must confess to a feeling of regret and disappointment. Let us now give 
the other side of the picture, and express our conviction that this work 
will defeat its own purpose and will never fill the place it aspires to, for 
two reasons, its price and its size. It will cost $400, and its great size will 
render the use of it most inconvenient : not one archseologist in a hundred 
will be able to purchase it : only the richest libraries will own it ; proba- 
bly not more than four or five libraries in the whole of the United States. 

For many years there has been a feeling of relief at the thought that 
in literature the age of folios had passed, and that of good handy quartos 
taken its place ; but now we are threatened from Germany with an inva- 
sion of the worst kind of folios : injurious to the cause of study, because 
they prevent the issue of reasonable books covering the same ground, and 
benefit only the few who are rich. In archaeology, for instance, such a 
prohibitory work is that on Pergamon. Why not use the quarto size ? It 
would not only make the volumes perfectly handy, but would leave them 
just as useful for study, and greatly diminish the price, partly because it 
would ensure a so much larger sale. 

Here, then, is our protest against this exclusive form of publication to 
which belongs Professor Brunn's projected great work ; and it is certainly 
time to enter such a protest on behalf of the confraternity of students of 
art and archaeology, as well as on behalf of the interested public ; and our 
protest is in the present instance the more emphatic for the reason that 
the presentation of the results of such a master as Professor Brunn ought 
to be accessible to all scholars and students. 

A. L. F., Jr. 



